
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



• f 




mn 



K^j) 



'm 



o 



BOSTON, OCTOBER, 1898. 



^T^T is among the most interesting characteristics of this extraordinary 
4| age, that the heart of the human race in all parts of the world ac- 
/^^ knowledges mutual sympathies in a manner more powerful than 
has ever heen known in any former time. That strengthening of ties and 
interests which grow up from commerce and from free and rapid and al- 
most instantaneous communication, does not end with the creation of 
wealth, but constitutes on every hand a thousand ties, a thousand friendly 
relations, and is surely and steadily conducting a noble process in estab- 
lishing, in a greater degree than heretofore, sentiments of brotherhood 
among all the scattered members of the human family. I have yet 
another source of confidence. With the augmented intercourse of nations 
there is now growing up what I may call an international public opinion, 
a standard of international conduct higher than the particular standard 
which each nation has set up for itself; and more and more from year to 
year does it become necessary, even for our own interests, that the con- 
duct of each country should conform, not only to its own idea of its claims 
and of its rights, but to the sense which is entertained of the international 
rights and duties of the whole mass of the civilized communities of the 
world. I know no change which would be more beneficial to mankind 
than that the moral authority of all nations over each nation should grow 
up and be elevated from year to year, for depend upon it there is no such 
guarantee for the permanent good order of the world. 

Gladstone in 1869. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



American Peace Society. 



Article I. This Society shall be designated the "American 
Peace Society." 



Art. II. This Society, being founded on the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 
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beiialf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Art. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Art. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Art. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
lime and place as the Board of Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Art. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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Significance of the Czar's Proposal. tacit, but none the less powerful arraignment of the 

The tremendous significance of the Czar's peace greatest folly and curse of civilization. This inter- 
manifesto has become increasingly evident as the pretation put upon the Czar's manifesto by the recep- 
weeks have passed by since he gave it to the world, tion which has been accorded it, gives it a force in- 
We therefore return to it again. finitely greater than the mere fact of its having been 

The first thing to be noticed is the great strength- sent out by ''the greatest autocrat" of the world, 

enino- of the peace movement which it has given. There is an autocracy greater than that of the Czar, to 

The peace associations all over Europe, of which there which Nicholas II. and all other rulers must ulti- 

are now more than four hundred, have suddenly found mately yield. The resistless wave of this autocracy 

themselves lifted out of a condition of neglect and may move and rise slowly, but it is already, to use 

in many places of contempt into one of great respect Bjornson's simile, in all <' the first story windows." 
and consideration. The whole argument of the Czar The governments themselves have hastened to ap- 

for the reduction of armaments through international prove almost as rapidly as the people, thus setting the 

ao-reement is the same which these associations have seal of their condemnation on the militarism of the 

been making for many years. Their ideas have been age. President McKinley has notified the Czar that 

patronizingly called beautiful, but at the same time this government heartily approves and will send a 

ridiculed as Utopian. Suddenly their thought is taken representative to the proposed Conference. A num- 

up by the sovereign of one of the greatest powers and ber of the European governments have done the 

declared to come within the scope of practical politics same thing, — we know not just how many of them, 

and to demand immediate attention. It is not sur- They will doubtless all db so before long. No gov- 

prising therefore that these peace organizations have ernment having a representation at St. Petersburg 



